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organisms for Lebensraum"* Take away from it the naturalistic warring concepts of "life-and-death struggle11 and "state organism" and "Lebemraum" and it no longer serves any purpose as a guide to political action. Take away from it the dynamic concept of the Eurasian transcontinental bloc based on the Asiatic Heartland, and it is worth less than a penny to Haushofer or Hitler himrelf.
Obviously geopolitics has its contributions. The first is the notion that political planning of the world for war or for peace must be based on sound knowledge of geography, just as war plans require good maps. Vice-President Wallace's proposal for air highways, taking account of the arctic regions, is an excellent geopolitical concept. In a true sense anybody who ever reflected unon the political significance of the Panama Canal or the Suez Canal was thinking geopolitically. The second is that it teaches a global concept of the war and the peace as nothing else can, a concept in which the Germans and the Japanese excel and in which the western democracies are woefully left behind. The best argument for Nazi "war guilt/' if one is needed, is the evidence of their preparedness and the dismal political confusion of the democracies with regard to Asia a year after Pearl Harbour. The Germans and the Japanese were excellently prepared in global political strategy, while Anglo-Americans were and are still muddled about Asia. Incidentally, there is also great profit to be derived from the art of drawing dynamic maps and reading them, which can be learned from geopolitics. Haushofer's great complaint when he started the Munich institute was that the German generals did not know how to read maps.
We are pretty well agreed that Rosenberg's racial myth
* Quoted by Dr. Hans W. Weigert, Generals and Geographers (Oxford), p. 14. See also the many "official" and unofficial definitions in Dcrpata's book, pp. 23-25.